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Roll it back to the eighties when twenty-
something Terry Walker arrives on the west 
coast to a city buzzing with Expo 86 fever. 
Vancouver is trying to earn itself a pin on the 
map of “world-class,” and it’s an exciting time 
to be here. After quitting his job and spending 
eight solid months riding in the South Pacific, 
he’s energized — but he’s broke. Among his few 
assets are a blue Talbot road bike, an appetite 
for life, and a studly Magnum P.I. mustache.   

He applies to two places: a bank (to gain some 
respectability) and MEC (to get discounts on 
riding gear). On the same afternoon, both places 
call him back with an offer. With a decision to be 
made, Terry takes himself to the North Shore for 
a long riding session and some soul searching. 
Out on the rocky singletrack, he pictures himself 
heading off to work in a shirt and tie, and things 
become instantly clear.  

Instead of spending his last few dollars on a 
new suit, he says yes to MEC, kisses off being 
respectable, and throws down a deposit on a 
new Fisher Montare. 

Within a few weeks, the Alberta-born mountain 
rider finds his cadence among the dirtbag 
climbers and master paddlers working the retail 
floor of the Vancouver store. A place where his 
riding skills are appreciated and his mustache 
is admired. A place where new wave and 
Bauhaus blast from the stockroom, and where 
an outdoor-obsessed staffer grabs a  thick 
black marker and scrawls a message to his co-
workers across a blank wall:

Stoke the fires of the members’ desires.

The saying becomes the credo of the folks 
on the floor, a mantra they repeat over their 
morning coffee and granola.  

“It was something we said to get through a long 
shift. It made unloading pallets and putting gear 
on the shelves feel like you were shoveling fuel 
into a blazing hot furnace. But it was more than 
that too, we used it to remind ourselves why we 
were there — to inspire people to get outside 
and make connections with the outdoors.”   
Terry is an unpretentious guy, but he completely 
owned the saying. 

Twenty-four years down the road, he is still 
carrying the fire. People who ride with him are in 
awe of his skills, and find his passion for bicycles 
contagious. He builds trails on the North Shore, 
and helped construct a bridge over the Abelard 
Canyon, a key river crossing for hikers and 
riders.  “You can’t do anything without a solid 
network of sustainable trails,” Terry says of 
his commitment to putting in time maintaining 
these venues.

1. Head Office Commuter Challenge  
2. Monsieur Johanna with Señor Jen from Head Office  
3. Ricky and Ira, Edmonton staff and climbers, lap up 

staff shopping night  4. Calgary staff bike ride
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Terry flows down Fisher Creek Trail in Ketchum, Idaho

MEC Catalogue photo shoot, 1988

Learning from the experts 
at MEC Bikefest

 David Bishop
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1. Terry (right) stokes the Summer ’89 Catalogue 2. Calgary staff learn avalanche safety skills 3. Edmonton staff participate in an ice climbing course 4. Winnipeg Bikefest 
5. Service Centre staff build trails at Lynn Creek 6. Matt from the Service Centre rocks out in the Gulf Islands 7. Team bonding time for Ottawa staff 8. North Van Bikefest  

9. The MEC Bike Trailer at Quebec City Bikefest 10. Montreal Premiers pas dans la nature 11. Mr. Canoehead at a Big Wild event in Halifax 12. Barrie store opening, November 2010 
13. Andrew from the Distribution Centre lights up the night 14. Victoria staff at Gearswap 15. Burlington Bikefest 16. Toronto staff social paddle 17. Longueil staff bike ride

A warm thank you to all staff who submitted photos.

His career at MEC has taken him from the store 
to the Head Office, and his service to the 
members has included being photographed 
in python-print spandex for the catalogue. 
These days he works in the Buying and 
Design Department where a few of his friends 
from the eighties are still to be found. “I’m not 
surprised that the same guys are still around. 
We work in this unique culture, and we get to 
be part of a business that still finds ways to 
make the world a better place.”

Never really moved by money or possessions 
(although he now owns seven bikes), he gets 
fired up by the people he works with, people 
who have canoed down the Amazon, trekked 
in the Karakorum, and go climbing every 
chance they get. And he’s moved by the idea 
that the Co-op can inspire Canadians to do 
the same.  

Hanging out in the Vancouver 
store on 4th Ave. in 1979

Head office staff audit 
the stuff we throw away

Work/life balance. Some companies talk about 
it, at MEC we’re getting out and living it. After 
all, our core purpose is to help people achieve the 
benefits of self-propelled outdoor recreation.  
mec.ca/jobs


